Cris formed in the Soul the 2 ny 
Foundation of Hope for Eternity 


* 


* 


| N 
PRE A CH- D AT - 
By P. Dop DRIDGE, D. D. 
„ Is m—_ — 
. . 


Printed by 4. B. for AARON Toztx, jur', Bookſeller, at 
the Bible, near St. Martin's Lane 


MDCCXXXVII 


* 


x7 POT PBT rr 
REID HA Ot BR PA BR 


CHRIST formed in the sour the only 
Foundation of HOPE for Eternity. 


— 


G AL. iv. 19. 


My little Children, of whom I travel in Birth again, 
i until (hriſt be formed in you. 


Ir was the unhappy Caſe of Agrippa, that 
l tho' almoſt, he was only almos? perſuaded 
to be a Chriſtian (a) ; and I fear it is now 
the Caſe of many, and particularly of 
many young Perfons, who have enjoyed 
the Advantages of a religious Education. 
Il believe 'tis difficult to find any amongſt 
— dhem who have not been brought under 
ſome ſerious Impreſſions betimes. With 
regard to internal Operations of the bleſſed Spirit, as well 
as external Means, the Morning of Life is generally to them, 
in a peculiar Senſe, the Day of their Viſitation; and they often 
ſeem to know it, and in ſome meaſure to improve it: But 
in too many Inſtances we find their Goodneſs like the Morning 
Cloud, and hike the early Dew, which ſoon paſſeth away (b). The 
Bloſſoms open fair and beautiful, and give a very agrecable 
Proſpe& of the plentiful Fruits of Holineſs, and of Life; but 
too often, when Storms of Temptation and Corruptions a- 
riſe, the goodly Appearance is laid in Ruins; the Bloſſoms do 
as it were fall to the Ground, and leave the Tree blaſted and 
naked; or at beſt cover'd only with the Leaves of an exter- 
nal Profeſſion; which, however green and flouriſhing they 
may for the preſent be, will not ar laſt ſecure it from being 
cut down and cas into the Burning. Tho' they for a while had e- 
ſcated the Pollutions of the World through Luſt, they are after- 
wards entangled and ſubdued ; and the Conſequence is, they 
prove à Scandal to Religion, and a Diſcouragement to o- 

& 3 thers, 
(4) Acts xxvi. 28. (b) Hoſe vi. 4. 
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thers, 'till, in the End, they bring aggravated Deſtruction on 
themſelyes ; ſo that, on the whole, as the Apoſtle moſt juſtly 
obſerves (c), it had been better for them not to have known the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs, than thus, after they have known them, to 
turn afide from the boly Commandment. ? 

This may be in a great mcaſure owing to the Mutability 
of Human Nature in general, and particularly to the Levity 
and Inconſtancy of Youth, in Conjunction with the Force of 
thoſe Temptations of Life which continually ſurround and 
preſs upon them. Let I apprehend this is not all, but that it 
is in part to be charg'd on ſomething defective even in their 
beſt Days; on their reſting in ſomething ſhort of real Religi- 
on, and a true ſaving Change. Solomon had ſeen Reaſon to 
ſay * There is a Way that 1 right to a Man, but the End 
thereof are the Ways of Death. And I believe every confiderate 
Perſon will be ready to own, that, in order to prevent ſo fa- 
tal a Deluſion, and all the Train of Miſchicts which may fol- 
low upon it, great Care ſhould be taken in ſtating this im- 
portant Queſtion, * What is the true and ſolid Baſis on which 
we may ſecurely ground our eternal Hopes? * *Tis a Que- 
ſtion of the higheſt Importance, and the molt univerſal Con- 
cern, both to the Aged and the Young ; ſo that, I truſt, 1 
need not offter any Apology for complying with the Requeſt 
of a pious and judicious Friend, who recommended this 
an ang to our Conſideration, at this Time, and on this Oc- 
caſion. 

In Proſecution, of this Deſign, I have made choice of theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle which I have now been reading, and 
which may, without offering any Violence to them, be ve- 

fairly and naturally accommodated to the preſent Purpoſe. 

It. is plain, from many Paſlages in this Epiſtle, that the 
Great Apoſtle, who had planted the Chriſtian Church a- 
mongſt the Galatians, had Reaſon to fear, that many, who 
were by Profeſſion its Members, were not ſufficiently eſtabli- 
Med in their holy Faith. *Tis probable that he himſelf had 
an Opportunity of making but a ſhort Stay amongſt them, 
and, partly thro* their own Negligence and Prejudices, and 
partly thro* the artful Attempts of falſe Teachers, in the Ab- 
{ſence of St. Paul, they appear to have fallen into a Set of 
Notions, and a Conduct, which tended not only to impair 
the Glory but to ſubvert the very Foundation of the Golpel, 
and with it the Foundation of their own eternal Hopes. Of 
this the Apoſtle does, in a very awful manner, admoniſh em. 
He tells em, in the very Beginning of his Epiſtle (d), that 

| he 
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he nmrvelled they were ſo ſoon removed from him that called them 
(and from the Principles he had taught them) into another 
Goſpel. And afterwards he uſeth theſe very free and empha- 
tical Words, (e) O foohiſh Galatians, who hath bewitched, or en- 
chanted you, that you ſhould net obey the Truth? Are you ſo foo- 
liſh? Having begun in the Spirit (having profeſs'd to embrace 
the Goſpel, and ſhewn the Appearances of ſome uncommon 
Zeal for it) can you now hope to be made perfect by the Fleſh (by 
the ritual and carnal Obſervances of the Meſaick Inſtitution) ? 
Is it thus that you diſgrace all you have done, and all you 
have born for Chriſt? Have you then ſuffer'd ſo many Things 
in vain? On the Whole, he tells them he was ready to appre- 
hend, that all the agreeable Hopes, he had once entertain'd con- 
cerning them, would be buried in everlaſting Diſappointment, 
and that it would appear, he had beſtou'd upon them Labour in 
vain (f). Thus did he ſtand in Doubt of them; and that Doubt 
pierc'd his Heart with the moſt tender Concern, and brought 
upon him, as it were a ſecond Time, thoſe Pangs of Soul 
which he felt on their Account, when he ſaw them in all the 
Ignorance and Wickedneſs of their gentile State. He was 
hardly more ſolicitous then, that they might be turn'd from 
dumb Idols to the living GO D, than he now was, that 
they might give convincing Evidences that CurisrT was For- 
med in them, i. e. that they had cordially received and dige- 
ſted the Goſpel, and that their Hearts were delivered into 
the Mold of it: Which it did not appear that they were, 
while they were thus making void the Grace of GO D, and 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, by adhering to the fooliſh and 
pernicious Doctrine of the Neceſſity of ſecking their Juſtifica- 
tion, in Part at leaſt, by the Obſervation of the Mr{arck Law. 
This ſeems to be the moſt natural Senſe of the Words of 
the Text, where ſuch a Latitude of Expreſſion is us'd, as the 
Apoſtle elſewhere ſeems to ſtudy, on Purpoſe to render his 
Writings univerſally edify ing, and uſeful to them whoſe par- 
ticular Circumſtances in Lite are widely difterent from thoſe 
of the Berſons to whom they are originally addreſs'd. 

As to the introductory Words, My little Children, we can- 
not imagine they refer to the Age of thoſe to whom the A+ 
poſtle wrote. The evident Deſign of them is to expteſs 
that Kind of parental Tenderneſs which he entertain'd for 

them, like that which a Mother hath tor an Infant with which 
ſhe travels in Birth: My little Children, of whom I travel again 
iz Birth, till Christ be formed in you. © 


(ce) Gal. lil. 1,- 3, (f) Chap. iv. 11. 
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It would be eaſy to multiply Obſervations from the Words. 

I might eſpecially take Occaſion to ſhew, that tis poſſible 
thoſe that once ſeem'd very hopeful, and ſtill maintain an ex- 
ternal Profeſſion, may appear, after all, in ſuch dangerous 
Circumſtances, that judicious Miniſters, and other Chriſtian 
Friends, may be thrown into a great deal of Perplexity and 
Agony on their Account; and that the great Thing neceſſa- 
ry to eſtabliſh their Safety, and the Comfort of thoſe con- 
cern'd for them, is, that the Lord Jeſus Chris? be formed in em. 
That I may more particularly illuſtrate and improve the Text, 
and take 4n what is-moſt important in theſe Remarks, I will 


I. Conſider ſeveral Things on which Men are ready to 
build a falſe Confidence, which will bring them in- 


to Danger, and their judicious Friends into Perplex- 
ity upon their Account. 


II. I will endeavour to ſhew you what is the only ſolid 
Foundation of their own Hopes, and the Joys of 
others with Regard to them; which is here expreſ- 
ſed by Chris? formed in them. 


III. I ſhall conclude with ſome more particular Improve- 
ment, by proper Inferences from the whole. 


Theſe are plainly Matters of univerſal Importance. But, 
as I am now peculiarly addreſſing myſelf to Young Perſons, 
I ſhall endeavour to fix on thoſe Thoughts which may be 
molt remarkably ſuitable to them: For I am much more con- 
cern'd that my Diſcourſe may be «ſcful than that it might be 
critically regular and exact. J hope there are many amongſt 
vou who are experimentally acquainted with the Vitals of 
Chriſtianity, and have received from above an incorruptible 
Seed (g). There are orhers, to whom 1 mult ſay, with the 
Apoſtle to theſe Galatians, I ſtand in deult of you (h); and to 
ſuch, I hope, I can apply myſelf in the Language of the 
Text, My little Childrcn, of whom I travel again in Birth, till 
Chrif? be ſormed in you. Pardon me if in this Inſtance I am 
jealous over you with a godly Fealenſy (i). I would endeavour, 
with the ſincereſt and tendereſt Affection, and with ſuch Free- 
dom as the Importance of the Caſe requires, to guard you 
againſt thoſe ſandy Foundations which will bury you and 
your Hopes deep in eternal Ruins; and to direct you to the 

Rock of Ages, on which they who build ſhall never be aſham'd. 


I 
(t I. Pet. i. 23. (b) Gal. hi. 20, (i) II. Cor. xi. 2. 
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I therefore intreat your ſerious Attention, and would hum- 
bly ask, both for myſelf and you, the Teachings of that BJeſ- 
ſed Spirit whoſe: peculiar Office it is, in the moſt efficacious 
Manner; to ſhew us our Danger and our Remedy ; to aid 
the labouring Mind of Miniſters, and to cauſe them to lee, 
with Satisfattion, the Travel of their Souls (k), while he gives 


to their Hearers a new Birth, and an immortal Lite, by for- 
ming Chri#t in them. | 


I. I am to caution you againſt ſeveral Things, on which 


young Perſons are eſpecially prone to build a falſe and 
precarious Confidence. 


And here let me particularly intreat you, as you love your 
Souls, and value your eterhal Hopes, that you truſt not to the 
Privileges of your Birth, or the Rectitude of your Speculati- 
ons in Matters of Religion, or the Purity and Frequency of 

our Forms of Worſhip, or the Warmth of your Paſſions, or the 

orality of your Conduct; for none of theſe apart, nor even 

all of them united, can, according to the Tenour ef. the Go- 
ſpel, be ſufficient for your Security and Happineſs. 


1. Truſt not to the Privileges of your Birth and Education, 
as the Foundation of your eternal Hopes. / 
lou are, many of you, the Seed of GOD's Servants, per- 
haps for ſeveral ſucceeding Generations. You may be ready 
to plead that you were born in his Houſe, that you were car- 
ly devoted to him in Baptiſm, and have been brought up in 
the moſt regular and conſcientious Manner. You have been 
ſurrounded with holy Inſtructions and correſpondem Exam- 
ples from your Infancy ; and repeated fervent Prayers, both 
in the Family and in ſecret, have been ſent up to Heaven up- 
on your Account. Theſe are indeed ſignal Advantages, and 
you may juſtly rejoice in them; for in theſe reſpects you are 
the Children of the Kingdom : Bur rejoice with Trembling, for 
our Lord hath told us, that it is more than a poſlible Caſe, 
that the Children of the Kingdom may be caſt ont (I), and have 
their Portion in utter Darkneſs. The peculiar Regard ſhewn 
to the Secd of Abraham may perhaps be abus'd by ſome of 
you, as an Encouragement to thoſe preſumpruous Ropes. Bur 
remember that mae was the Son of Abraham, and Eſau of 
Iſaac, and yet neither the one nor the other inherited the Bleſ- 
ing of his Father. Remember that beautiful but dreadful 
Parable which repreſents a wretched Creature in Hel, that 
could cry Father Abraham, and yet in vain added, Have Mer- 


CE) La. Iii. 1. (D Mat. viil. 122 9 
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fer it (q): Nay, they are perhaps learned in the Controver- 


cy non me, and ſend me but a Drop of Water t go n Tongue (m). 
8455 more, —— thoſe emphatical Words of the (2) 
tiſt, ſo expreſly levell'd againſt this arrogant Preſumption (n). 
Think not, ſays he, to ſay within yourſelves, we have Abraham 

our Father, for I ſay unto you that God is able of theſe Stones to raiſe 
wp Children unto Abraham: q. d. The Promiſes made to thoſe 
who are the Children of Abraham reſpect not merely them who 


are lineally deſcended from him, but thoſe Who are the Heirs 


of his Piety and his Faith ;-for if G OD were to turn theſe 
Stones into Men, and to form them by his Grace to a holy 
Character and Temper, ſuch, tho' deſcended from no human 
Parents at all, would in the Senſe of the Promiſe be Children 
of Alrahem. And it were more reaſonable to expect ſuch a 
Tranſmutation than that GOD ſhould acknowledge a Gene- 
ration of Vipers as his People, becauſe they were derived from 
holy Anceſtors. GOD directly aſſures us, that if the Son of 
the moſt religious Father forſake the Way of Virtue and Ho- 
lineſs, and prove as the degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine (o), 
in his Iniquity which he hath committed, and in bis Sin which he 
hath finn d all he die. (p) And furely herein the Ways of the 
Lord are apparently equal; for it is moſt evident, that a long 
Deſcent trom G O D's People is a Reproach and Condem- 
nation, rather than an Honour, to thoſe who abandon that 


good old Way in which their Anceſtors have trod, and do, 


at it were, cut off that Intail of Piety, which has been the 


Care and the Glory of preceding Generations. 


2. Truſt not to the Regularity of your Sentiments in Matters 
of Religion, as the Foundation of your eternal Hopes. 

So various are the Workings of Mens Hearts, and the De- 
vices of Satan, that, if I miſtake not, there are ſome that 
place their Confidence in the Strifinefs, aad others in the La- 
titude of their religious Opinions; but the one and the other 
will appear equally vain, when conſider'd in the View now 
before us. 

Some may poſſibly perſuade themſelves that their Condition 
is ſecure, becauſe their Sentiments are orthodox. They live 
perhaps in the midſt of the Unbclieving and Profane, and 
ics daily Contempt and Deriſion thrown upon the bleſſed 
Goſpel, or its moſt glorious Peculiaritics; but thro” the In- 
fluence of a good Education, or from ſome other Principle 
ſort of true Piety, they may nevertheleſs not only hold fat 
the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, but even contend earneſtly 


ſies 


m) Luke xvi. 24. Cn) Mat. iii. 9. (o Fer. ii. 21. 
8 (CP) Rel. xviil 10—13. (4) Jude 54 . 
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ſies of the Time, and can pronounce concerning them in the 
moſt rational and accurate Manner. 
Ik this, my Friends, be the Caſe with any of you, I con- 
gratulate you on the Happineſs of a well-informed Judgment ; 
but muſt caution you againſt miſtaking it for a ſanctified Heart. 
The Myſtery of Faith, as the Apoſtle himſelf aſſures us, is to be 
held with a good Conſcience (r); and in vain'do you profeſs to 
retain the one, while you make ſhipwreck of the other. As 
precious a Treaſure as the Knowledge of the Truth is, if it go 
no farther than mere Speculation, it will be to you * but as a 
Talent of Gold to a Man ſinking in the Sea, which only 
* ſerves to plunge him ſo much the deeper in Ruin ().“ 
There are others who err in the contrary Extream. Ortho- 
dox Notions are their Banter, rather than their Confidence. 
They pride themſelves in having broke the Shackles in which 
others are confin*d, and in ſeeing thro? the Miſt which perplex- 
ed them. They are ſenſible that many Things which divide 
the World are merely Controverſies about Words ; and are 
not muh concerned about others in which there is a real Dif- 
ference, becauſe they are well aware that the Fundamentals of 
Religion lie in a very little Room. They are confident of the 
Innocency of Error, and the Safety of an honeſt Mind under 
thoſe Miſtakes which have been branded by the ſevereſt Names. 
A wicked Life is, in their Eſtcem, the only dangerous Here- 
ſy, and Morality the only Thing that is worth contending a- 
bout. Charm'd with their own Wiſdom. and Happineſs in 
this Freedom of Thought, they look down with Pity on Per- 
ſons under the Influence of a contracted Education, and nat- 
row Sentiments, and perhaps mingle their Pity with, a great 
deal of Scotn, not to ſay Indignation. But they are indeed 
themſelves the Objects of much juſter Pity, if whilſt they glo- 
ry in their Freedom, they are the Servants of Corruption (t). It 
is certain that the moſt generous Speculations will no more 
ſave Men of unregenerate Hearts, and unholy Lives, than the 
moſt rigid and ſevere Set of Notions. For Notions and Spe- 
culations are in their Nature ſo far ſhort of real Goodneſs, 
that, if there be nothing more than theſe, it matters but lit- 
tle what they are. Yer ons cannot forbear obſerving a pe- 
culiar, and moſt abſurd Inconſiſtency in the Conduct of thoſe 
who think ſo highly of themſelves, becauſe they ate poſſeſs'd 
of this one Speculation, that Speculation in general is a Tri. 
fle, and Merality is all; as if the Whole of Morality confi. 
ſted in bearing this Teſtimony in its Favour. LI wiſh ſuch a 
Character were not almoſt as common, as it is for Men to bc 
| 1 Bigots 
6% 1 Iim. i. 19. (.) Bates*s Works, p. 938. (10 2 Fes. i. 19, 


: 
Y 

| 
* 
þ 
' 


may juſtly apply to you, in the midſt of your Self-ap 
' thoſe awful Words of our Lord; If ye were, in this Neſped, 
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Bigots in Defence of Catholiciſm, and unchatitable in plea- 
ding the Cauſe of Charity. If this be the Caſe with any of 
you, out of your own: Mouth muſt you be candemued (v); and we 


lauſes, 


blind, ye would comparatively have no Sin, whereas now you have 


10 Cloak, or Excuſe, for your Sin (x). 


- 3. Truſt not in the external Forms of Devotion, as the Foun- 
dation of your great Hopes for Eternity. 
| You are, it may be, join'd ro a Society, which not only 
wears the Chriſtian Name, but ſeperates itſelf from many o- 
ther Profeſſors, under the Apprehenſton, at leaſt, of a more 
pure and ſcriptural Werſhip. You, perhaps, ſo much approve 
p, as to be diligent and conſtant in at- 
tending on the publick Exerciſes of it, not only in its ſtated 
Returns, but on occaſional Opportunities. You fill your 
Places here from Time to Time, not merely in Obedience 
to the Commands of your Parents and Governours, but by 
your own voluntary Choice. And it may be, to theſe you 
add the Forms of Family-devotion Morning and Erening, and 
poſſibly a few Moments of daily Retirement for Reading atid 
Prayer. What can ſuch religious Perſons have to fear ? Nay, 
rather, my Brethren, what can you have to hope, if, while 
you draw near to GO D with your Months and your Lips, you re- 
move your Hearts far from him (y) ; if, while you come before him, 
as his People come, and preſent yourſelves in the Poſture of ham- 
ble Worfhippers, your; Heart be going ont after your Covetouſneſ (2)? 
GOD hath for ever confounded ſuch vain Preſumption, by de- 
claring, that the Prayer of the Wicked is an Abomination to him 
(a), and that his ſhall certainly be ſo that turns away his Ear 
from hearing the Law (b); i. e. that retuſes Obedience to it: 
The Servant that knew his Maſter's Mill, and did it not, became 
juſtly liable ro be beater unh many Stripes (c); and *tis not to 
be wonder'd, if, in this Senſe, Jaagment begin at the Houſe of 
GOD (d). and ſeize firſt on thoſe who afftont and profane his 
Ordinanccs, by making them to ſuperſede thoſe very Things 
which they were originally appointed on Purpoſe to promote, 


4. Truſt not to the Warmth of your Paſtons in Matters of 
Religion, as the Foundation of your molt important Hopes. 
Some of you, to whom | now ſpeak, have, perhaps, ex- 
perienc'd very bitter Agonies of Conſcience. You have been 


rouz'd from the Sleep of carnal Security, as by an Earth- 


cv Luke nix. 23. (x) Fobn ix. 41. (Y 1[4-xxix.13. (2) Exch. xxxiii. 32. 
( Prov, xv 8. (b. Prov. xxviii. 9. (c) Luke Wii, 47. (@) 1 Fes, iv. 17+ 
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Nur which has ſhook the very Center of your Soul; the 
Flames of Hell have ſeem'd as it were to flaſh in your Fa- 
ces, and all theſe mingled Horrors have compell'd you to 
cry out, Moe unto me, for I am undone! What ſhall I do to be 
© ſaved (e)? And yet, perhaps, to alude to the Story of 
Elijah, the Lord hath not been in the Earthquake, or in the Fire 
(f). Conſider to what Purpoſe the Enquiry after Salva- 
tion hath been made, and with what Reſolution it hath been 
purſned, otherwiſe yon may be fatally deceived. The Mur- 
therers of Stephen were cut to the Heart by his Preaching. (g), 
and we are ſure, that, if the moſt deep and terrifying Con- 
victions could have ſecur'd a Man's Salvation, Judas would 
have been ſecure, who undoubredly felt the moſt violent Con- 
vulſions of Soul, before he proceeded to that dreadful Ex- 
tremity, which ſeal'd him up under everlaſting Deſpair. 

But you, perhaps, have been impreſs'd with the ſweeter 
and the nobler Paſſions; you have not only trembled at the 
Thunder of the Law, but rejoic'd in the Meſſage of Goſpel- 
grace: The News of a Redeemer has been welcome to your 
Souls, and the Feet of thoſe Meflengers beautiful, that have 
come to publih Peace in his Name (h). You have, perhaps, 
been melted into Tears of Pleaſure and Tenderneſs, when 
you have heard the Repreſentation of his dying Love; and 
when the precious Promiſes, eftabliſh'd by it, have been un- 
folded, and the Proſpects of eternal Glory diſplay'd, your 
Minds have been elevated and tranſported ; ſo thar you have 
hung, almoſt with a trembling Eagerneſs, on the Lips of the 
Speaker — I readily acknowledge, that ſuch as theſe are fre- 
quently the Workings of the bleſſed Spirit of GO D, upon 
the Souls of his choſen People ; and, when in a due Conne- 
ction with the great Effects they are deſigned to produce, are 
highly to be eſteemed and rejoiced in. But remember, I in- 
treat you, that every Tear of Tenderneſs, and every Sally of 
Joy, doth not ariſe from ſo divine a Spring. You might weep 
at a mournful Scene in a well-wrought Tragedy, as you have 
done at the Story of a Redeemer's Sufferings; you might find 
yourſelves tranſported with a fine poetical Deſcription of à Pa- 
gan Elyſium, or a Mahometan Paradiſe, juſt as you have been 
with the Views of a heavenly Canaan, which Gofpel-ordi- 
nances have preſented. Mere Self- love might be the Founda- 
tion ot ſuch a Joy in the Tidings of Pardon and Happineſs, 
without the leaſt Degree of renewing and ſanctifying Grace; 
as it probably was in thoſe Hearers, repreſented by the ſtony 
Ground, who immediately receiv'd the Word with Foy, but had 
no Root, and ſo withered away (i). Bur 
e) Ila. vi. 3. AN, xvii 30. () 1 Kings xix. 11, 12: (g) Aﬀs vii. 64. 

) H. lu. 7. (1) Mat. Xl. 29, 21. 
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But, perhaps, you will ſay. you are confident it is not mere- 
ly Self-love in you, for you have often found your Mind im- 
preſs'd with a grateful Senſe of the divine Goodneſs ; ſo that 
when you own it before GOD in Prayer, or converſe with 
his Saints on the copious and delightful Subject, your Souls 
flow forth in Love to your great Benefactor, and you look up 
to him in the moſt thankful Acknowledgments of his Favours. 
It it be a Gratitude, that captivates the Soul into a willing 
Obedience, and engages you to yield yourſelves as living Sa- 
crifices to GOD, then is Chris fermed in your Souls, and you 
are not the Perſons ro whom I would give the Alarm : On 
the contrary, I would rather confirm your Hopes, and rejoice 
with you in them. Bur if your Gratitude does not riſe to this 
if it reſt only in ſome tender Emotion of Mind, or ſome tran- 
fient external Expreſſion of that Emotion, I muſt faithfully 
tell you, that 1 fear *tis only a nobler Degree of that natural 
Inſtin&, which cauſeth the Ox to krow his Owner, and the Aſs 
his Maſter's Crib (k). To find your Spitir in this Manner im- 
preſs'd does indeed plainly prove, that the Day of your Vi- 
ſitation is not entirely paſt; it proves you have not ſinn'd 
yourſelves into utter Inſenſibility of Soul; nay, it may pol- 
ſibly at length, through the Communications of ſanctitfy ing 
Grace, lead you on to real Religion, and to eminent Attain— 
ments in it: But at preſent it falls far ſhort. I have often told 
you, (and one can hardly repeat it too often, or inſiſt too 
carneſtly upon it) that there is a very wide Differepce be- 
tween a good State and a good Frame ; and that Religion 
is not ſeated either in the Underſtanding, or iv the Paſſions, 
but principally in the Will; which, in this disjointed State 
of Human Nature, is far from being always in a due Har- 
mony with either: So that, on the Whole, thoſe Illuminations, 
or thoſe Affections, on which you are apt to lay ſo great a 
Streſs, are, perhaps, at beſt, but the preparatory Workings of 
the Spirit upon your Minds, which, if they are not improv'd 
aright, may leave you more hard, and more miſcrable, than 
they found you. 

5. Truſt not ro the Morality of your. Behaviour, as the 
Foundation of your eternal Hopes. 

Morality is certainly a very excellent Thing, and it were 


ſcandalous indeed for any profeſſing Chriſtian to pour Con- 


tempt upon it. Wherever this is wanting, Pretences to Faith 
and Chriſtian Experience are not only vain, but inſolent and 
deteſt able. He that committeth Sin is of the Devil, and he, that 
does Righteouſneſs, alone i righteous (1) : Nor hath the * 

0 


(Y Ha i. 3, Deb ni. 7, 8, 


the Foundation of Hope. I , 


of GOD ever ſavingly appeared to that Man, through whate- 
ver uncommon Scenes ot Thought he may have paſs'd, who 
is not effectually taught by ir to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luft, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly (m): But it will 
by no Means follow from thence, that, wherever there is a 
ſober and virtuous Conduct, ſuch a Soul is paſſed from Death 
ro Life. If the whole of the Goſpel be wrapt up in the 
Rules of Morality, then is Chriſt . in vain; or, at leaſt, 
*ris in vain that the Notices of his Death are publiſh'd to us. 
Beware, I intreat you, of ſo pernicious an Error. I think 
mylelf ablig'd more carneſtly to caution you againſt it, be- 
cauſe, while the Devil is attempting, on the one Hand to en- 
gage ſome, under the ſpecious Pretences of an evangelical 
Spirit, to turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs (n) he ſeems to 
be enſnaring others, by extolling the Virtue which he hates, 
in order to lead them into a Neglect of Chriſt, and his Righ- 
tcouſneſs, and all the Peculiarities of the Goſpel- ſcheme of 
Salvation; ſo that 'tis difficult on the Whole to ſay, which 
of theſe Devices is moſt deſtructive ro the Souls of Men. 
From my Heart rejoice to think, that there are ſo man 
amongſt you, my young Friends, whole Character in Life is 
fair and unblemiſh'd. You eſcape the groſſer Polutions of the 
World thro' Luit (o); you abhor brutal Intempetance; you 
icorn the mean Arrtifices of Deceit, and renounce the hidden 
Things ef Diſboreſiy (p); you honour your Parents and ſubor- 
dinate Governors; you trcat the Miniſters of Chriſt with 
Reſpect and Eiteem ; you are affable and courteous in your 
Behaviour to all, and on this Account we beho'd you and 
love you; we hope, and conclude, you are not far jrom the 
Kingdom of Heaven (q): But, alas! if Things reſt here, you 
will never enter into it. Al theſe Things had the young Man 
in the Goſpel obſerv'd from hrs Yeuth, and many of you h.ve 
ſeen, in a very large and beautitul Repreſentation, how lovely 
a Youth was then pcriſhing in Sin (r); but be lacked one 
Thing, and the Lack of that was the Ruin of his Soul, as it 
wili be of yours, it you are deſtitute of it. 
| know, that they are eſpecially in Danger of being de- 
ceiv'd here, who converle frequently with Perſons of au a- 
bandon'd Character; or who are themſelves reform'd from 
ſome groſs Irregularities, to which they were once addicted. 
Comparing themſelves with others, or with themſelves in a 
more licentious and corrupt State, they pronounce a favoura- 
ble Sentence, and concinde they are {ate and happy. But 
let me intreat you, my Friends, that you would rather com- 
| pare 
(m) Tit. ii. 10, 11. (n) Jude Ver. 4. (o) 2 Pet. ii. 20, (p) 2 Cor. iv. 2. 
(4) A ard x11, 34. (0 Dr. Mattis Seim. Vol. . Seim. V. VI. 
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pare your Hearts and Lives with that perfect Law of GOD, 
which cannot be repeaPd ; welgh ene in that Balance, 
and fee whether you are not found wanting there. Review 
even the upright Conduct of theſe Days of your Reformation, 
and then ſay whether there be ſuch a Redundancy of Merit 
in them, as will not on'y anſwer preſent Demands, but atone 
for your paſt Offences too. You will ſoon be confounded on 
ſuch a Review. You will ſoon acknowledge, on an impar- 
tial Examination, that the Bed is ſhorter than a Man can ſtretch 
kimfelf upon, and the Ccvering narrower than he can wrap himſelf 


in (i); that neither you, nor any living can be juſtified by the 


Merk, of the Lau (t) 


Iwill conclude this Head with obſerving, that the Inſtance 
of the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul ſerves well to illuſtrate and 
confirm our Diſcourſe, in each of the Particulars I have now 
mentioned. Had the Privileges of Birth and Education been a 
ſufficient Security, Paul had been ſecure before his Converſion 
to Chriſtianity; tor (v) he was circumciſed the eighth Day, of the 
Stock of Iſrael, of rhe Tribe of Benjamin, which had nor, like 
the reſt, revolted from the Houſe of David, and by his Mo- 
ther's Side, as well as his Father's, a Helrew of the Hebrews. 
If the exacteſt Regularity in religious Notions, or the ſtricteſt 
Formality in the Externals of Worſhip, could have ſecur'd a 
Man, Paul had been ſecure, for he was, as touching the Lau, 
a Phariſee ; he liv'd according to the Rigour of that Sect; and, 
both with reſpect to Doctrine and Ceremonies, was exceedingly 
zealons of the Traditions of the Fathers (x). If a Tranſporr of 
Paſſion in the Cauſe of GOD could have ſecur'd a Man, Paul 
had been ſecure ; for, concerning Zeal, or with regard to that, 
he per ſecuted the Church, and waſted it beyond Meaſure (y); and, 
laſtiy, if Morality of Behaviour could have done it, Paul had 
been ſecure ; for, touching the Rigltecuſneſs, which is by the Law, 
he was blameleſs (2). In theſe Things he was once fo weak, 
and ſo wretched, às to place a great deal of Confidence; but 
when he was illuminated, and called by divine Grace, he aſ- 
ſures us, that what Things were Gain unto h.m Leſore, th: ſe le ccun- 
ted Leſs for Christ, 1. e. he moſt entirely renounced all Depen-— 
dance upon them: Tea, doubtleſs, ſays he, and I count all 7 hin g- 
but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jeſis my Lord ; 
which naturally leads me to the ſecond General, where 


II. Tam to conſider, what will be a ſolid Foundation for 
Hope and Joy when all theſe precarious Dependancies fail. 


This is, with the utmoſt Propriety, expreſs'd in the Text 

by Christ formed in the Soul, which is exactly parallel to that 

. Phraſe 

La. xkvili. 26. (t) Rom. iii. 20. (v) Phil. iii. 3. (x) Gal. i. 24. 
* 2 ver th. (0) Fain. in. 6, 7, 8. f pg 
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Phraſe in Coloſſians, Chrif? in jon the Hope of Glory (a), which is 
there ſpoken of as an Epitome of the Goſpel, the Riches of 
the Myſtery preached among the Gentiles. When Paul ſaw the Ga- 


uatian were brought to this, the Pangs of his labouring Mind 


would be ended, and Joy and Confidence would ſucceed ; 
which is plainly intimated in the Words of the Text, and 
when you, my dear Charge, are brought to ir, Parents and 
Miniſters may rejoice over you, and you will have an ever- 
laſting Fountain of Hope and Joy, a ſolid Foundation, on 
which to build for Eternity. | 

Permit me therefore a little more particularly to explain it 
to you, and let me intreat you to turn your Thoughts inward, 
that you may judge, whether you have been experimentally 
acquainted with the Temper and Change, which I now de- 
ſcribe, as ſignified by this remarkable Expreſſion in the Text, 
Chrift formed in you. 

Now, I think, it implies theſe three Things : That ſome 
Apprehenſions of Chriſt have taken hold of the Heart; that 
the Man is brought to an explicit Choice of him, and deli- 
berately enters into Covenant with him ; and that, in Conſe- 
quence of both theſe, ſomething of the Temper and Spirit of 
Chriſt is, by divine Grace, wrought in his Soul. I will touch 
on each of theſe, but my Time will nor allow me to manage 
them in ſo copious and particular a Manner, as they well 
deſerve. | 


1. To have Chris? formed in the Soul ſuppoſes, that ſome Ap- 
prehenſions of Chriſt have taken hold of the Heart. 

It evidently implies, that tlie external Revelation of him 
hath not only been admitted as a ſpeculative Truth, but at- 


tended to as a Matter of the higheſt Concern. Previous to 


the forming of Chriſt in the Soul, there muſt be a Conviction, 
that we arc naturally without Chriſt, and that, in Confequence 
of this, wearc in a moſt unhappy Condition. And this Con- 
viction muſt ſtrike deep upon the Heart, for *rill the Evil of 
the Sin be felt, what can make the News of a Saviour indeed 
welcam, ſince, as himſelf has declar'd, the Whole need not a 
Plyfician but they that are fick (b). The Man in whoſe Heart 
Chriſt is formed, has ſeen himſelf condemned by God's righ- 
teous Law ; has ſeen himſelf equally unible to anſwer its Be- 
mands, or to bear up under the Execution of its Penalties. 
And feeling this ro be no light Matter, but the very Life of 
his Soul, he has then been engaged, with the greateſt Seriouſ- 
neſs and Earneſtneſs, to cry out, Ho unto me, for Tam undone ! 
Oh what ſhall I do to be ſaved (c)? Ibęfore told you, there may 

| be 
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(4) Col. i. 27. (b.) Mal. ix. 12, (c) Act xvl. 31: 
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be theſe Convictions and Awakenings, where Chriſt is never 
formed in the Soul; and I now add, that the Degree of them 
may be various, according to the various Tempers and Cir- 
cumſtances of different Perſons; but it is moſt evident, that 
ſomething of this Kind muſt make way for the Redeemer's 
Entrance, who comes to ſeek and to ſave that which was loft (d); 
to bind up the Broken- hearted (e); and to give Rei? rs the Weary 
and Heavy laden (f). And I the rather inſiſt on this, becauſe 
I am fully perſuaded, thatflight Thoughts of Sin, and of the 
Miſery of our natural Eſtate by ir, have been the principal 
Cauſe of all the Infidelity of the preſent Age, and are daily 
raining a Multitude of Souls. 


2. The. Formation of Chriſt in the Soul doth farther im- 
ply an explicit Choice of him, and a deliberate Entering in- 
to Covenant with him. | 

As ſuch a Soul hears of a Redeemer, and of the Way of 
Salvation by him, exhibited in Scripture, it cordially approves 
the Scheme, as intirely worthy of its divine Author; and, 
tho? corrupt Nature raiſes up a thouſand proud Thoughts, in 
a vain and ungrateful Rebellion againlt it, yet they ate, by 
Almighty Grace, ſubdued, and brought into Subjection. The 
Man really ſees ſuch a Suitableneſs, and ſuch an Amiableneſs 
in the bleſſed J:ſ\us, under the Character in which the Goſpel 
reveals him, that he judges him to be the Pearl of Price, and 
as GOD has laid him as the Foundation-ſtone, he is, in that 
View, inconceivably precious to him (g). Far from contenting 
himſelf with applauding this Plan, as in the general regular, 
beantiful and magnificent, the true Believer is ſollicitous that he 
may have his own Share in this Edifice of Mercy, and that, 
coming to Chrift as a living Stone, he may himſelf be one of thoſe, 
who ſha! on him, be built up for an Habitation of Gd thro the Spi- 
rit (h). When he conſiders the Lord ſeſus repreſented as ſtan- 
ding at the Door and knocking (i) with Zaccheus, be receives him joy= 
fuly (k). He regards him as a Nail faſtened in a ſure Place (I); 
on which he can joytully fix all his eternal Hopes, infinitely 
important as he {ces them to be. And while he thus anchors 
his Soul on the Righreouſneſs, the Atonement, and the Inter- 
ceſſion of a Redeemer, he humbly bows to his Authority, as 
his Lord and his GOD (m). *Tis his Deſire ro ſear him on the 
Throne in his Heart, and, as it were, to put into his Hand 
the Sceptre and the Sword, that all the Powers of Nature 

4 may 

(4) Luke xix. 10. (e) Chap. iv, 12, () Mat. xi. 28, 29. (e) 1 Pes. 
n. 7. (6) Ebeſians u. 22, (i) Rev. ili. 30. (&) Luke XM. 6. (1) Iſa. 
Xx ii. 23. (in) Jobn x, aß. : | | 
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may be govern'd, and all the Corruptions of it deftroy'd by 
him: In a Word, foraſmuch as he knows, that Chriſt was 
given for a Covenant to the People (n), he deliberately ſets his Seal 
to that Covenant, thereby devoting himſelf to Chriſt, and, 
thro' him, to the Father. Such are his Views, his Purpoſes, 
and his Engagements, and by divine Grace he is enabled to 
be faithful to them. Which leads me to add, 


3. When Chriſt is formed in any Soul, ſomething of the 
Temper and Character of the bleſſed Jeſus is by divine, Grace 
wrought there. | oP 
I 1 might with Eaſe multiply Scriptures in Proof of the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of this, but tis ſo obvious, that you muſt your- 
ſelves know how expreſsly *ris required. You know how 
plainly St. Paul has told us, that if any Man hath not the Spirit 
of Chrift, he is none of his (o): and where this Spirit. reſides, 
Chriſt dwells in the Heart (p); the ſame Mind, or Temper, is in 
ſuch an one, as was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus (q); and profeſſing to abide 
in him, it is his Care ſo to walk, as Chriſi alſo walked (r): On 
which Account the true Chriſtian 1s ſaid to have put on Chris? 
(> in Alluſion to the Hebrew Phraſe, of being cloathed with any 

emper or Affection that greatly prevails, or governs in the 
Soul (t). 7. 

IG it is a very pleafing, as well as uſeful Employment, 
to trace the Lineaments of the Temper and Conduct of Chriſt 
in his People. Our Lord is in a peculiar Senſe the Son of 
GOD, but his People are, thro' him, taken into the ſame 
Relation. Becauſe they are Sos, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
Lis Son into their Hearts, crying Abba, Father (v). They have 
not received the Spirit of Bondage again unto Fear, tho* perhaps 
they were once ſubjected to it, but they have received the Spirit 
of Adoption (x). By this Spirit a filial Temper is wrought in 
their Souls, by which their Obedience to their heavenly Fa- 
ther is ſo animated, as to be moſt honourable and grateful 
to him, as well as moſt eaſy and delightful ro themſelves. 
Under the Influences of this Spirit the Chriſtian deſires it may 
be his Character now, as he truſts it will be his Happineſs at 
laſt, to follow the Lamb whither ſoever he goeth (y), to follow that 
Jeſus, who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeperate from Sin- 
ners (2). He is indeed deeply ſenſible that 'tis impoſſible for 
him, as his Lord did, to fulfil all Righteouſneſs (a), and there- 
fore, when he hath done all, he calls himſelf an unprofitable Ser- 
vant (by. Let he ſeeth ä the internal Beauties of 

| 2 'Ho- 

(n) Iſa. xlix. 8. (o) Rom. viii, 9. (p) Eph iii. 17. (4) Phil. u. 3. 
(r) 1 Fohn ii. 6. (/) Gal. fl. 27. () Thus we rcad of being cloathcd 
with Righteouine/s, Fob xxix. 14+ Pſ. cxxxil. 9. With Humility, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
With Zeal, Ia. lix- 17. With Curſing, Pi. cix. 18. With Shame, P/. cxxxii. 
18. &c. (v) Gal. iv. 6. (x) Rom. viii. 15. () Rev. xiv. 1. (xt) Heb. 
vii. 26, (4) Mat. xu. 13. (6) Luke xv. 10: ; 
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Holineſs, ſo much Luſtre and Glory in the Image of GOD, 
as drawn on the Soul of Man, that it is the great Concern 
of his Heart, and Labour of his Life, to purſue it : Nor 
would he only abſtain from groſſer Enormities, and practiſe 
thoſe Virtues which are moſt honourable amongſt Men, and 
attended with the greateſt ſecular Advantage, but he would, 
in every Reſpect, maintain a Conſcience void of Offence (c), and 
perf 63 Holineſs in the Fear of GOD (d). He hath io affectionate 
a Senſe of the Riches of the divine Grace, diſplay'd thro' a 
Redecmer, in adopting ſo unworthy a Creature as himſelf to 
rhe Dignity and Privilege of a Son of GOD, that he otten 


cries out, in Raptures of holy Gratitude and Joy, What 
"2 ſhall I render?“ Inſpir'd with this noble Principle, he ſear- 


ches his Father's Will impartially; and when he hath diſco- 
vered it, he obeyeth it chearfully, and is i his Meat and his 
Drink to perform it (c) He loveth the Lord his GOD above 
all, and loveth his Fellow Creatures for his Sake as well as 
their own, and entertains the higheſt Veneration and Aﬀe- 
Qion for thoſe, who moſt heartily reſemble bis Father and their 
Father, his GOD and their GOD. *Tis his Prayer and Endea- 
your that he may go about doing Good (f), and be uſeful to all 
as he hath Opportunity; that he may paſs thro* the World 
with a holy Moderation and Superiority of Soul to theſe 
Things which are ſeen and are temporal (g); thankfully ow- 
ning every Mercy as proceeding from God's paternal Love 
and Care, and ſerenely ſubmitting to every Affliction as the 
Cup which his Father puts into his Hand (h). In a Word he de- 
fires, that in all the Varicties of Lite, he may ſtill be in- 
rent on the Views of an everlaſting Inheritance, humbly /vo- 
king and longing for that bleſſed Hope (i), yet willing patiencly 
to wait his Father's Time, having this conſtant Expectation, 


and reviving Aſſurance, that whether he liveth be ſball live to the 


Lord, or whether he dieth he ſhall die to the Lord; fo that whether 
be live or die he ſhall be the Lord's (k). 


This is the Chriſtian, — this is the Man in whom Chriſt is 
formed; or rather theſe are ſome faint Lineaments of his 
Character: And I will venture ro ſay, that he who cannot 
diſcern ſomething in it, even as thus imperfectly deſcribed, 
which is vaſtly ſuperior to that Morality, and Decency of 
Behaviour which ariſeth merely from prudential Views, or 
from the Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs of a Man's natural Tem- 
per, is ſunk below the boaſted Religion of Nature, and muſt 
take Refuge in the wretched Principles of Atheiſm, it he 
would pretend to form any thing of a conſiſtent Scheme. . 

(e) 485 x v. 16. (4) 2 Corinth. vii. 1. (e) Fobn iv. 34. 
(Cf) Ads x.35 (e) 2 Corinth. ix. 18, (b) Fobn xvili. 11. (i) Tit its 13. 


(#) Rom, xiv. 7. 8. 
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I muſt conclude with hinting at ſome Refle&ions and Infe- 


rences which my Time will not allow me to handle 
at large. 


1. How important is it that Miniſters ſhould lead young 
Perſons into ſuch Views as theſe. 

Our great and important Buſineſs in Life jis to promote 
the eternal Happineſs of our Hearers, and to lay a ſolid Foun- 
dation of Hope and Joy in their Souls. We ſee what it is, 
and other Foundation can no Man lay (I). Here then let all our 
Labours center. Tis the good old Way, in which our Fa- 
thers in the Miniſtry went, and in which they proſper'd. Let 
us follow their Steps, and exert our moſt vigorous Efforts 
here. Modern Refinements may amuſe us in our Cloſers, ' 
but they will never feed the Souls of our Hearers, nor ſprea-! 
the Triumphs of a Goſpel which was the Power of GOD to 
the Salvation of Thouſands, before they were ever dreamt of. 
I hope God is my Witneſs that I am heartily concern'd for the 
Intereſt of Virtue, (if by that be meant the Advancement of 
practical Religion) but I never expect to ſee it promoted by 
the moſt philoſophical Speculations concerning its Nature, or 
the fineſt Harangues on its innate Beauties, when the Name 
and peculiar Docttines of Chriſt are thrown off as unfaſhio- 
nable Incumbrances of a Diſcourſe. Experienced Chriſtians, 
who have taſted the Bread of Life, will not contentedly be 

ut off with ſuch Chaff, and if we imagine that the younger 

art of our Auditors may be trained up to a Reliſh for it, 
we may perhaps ſucceed in the Attempt; but I much fear 


thar Succeſs will be the Calamity of the Church, and the 
Deſtruction of Souls (m). 


2. We may learn from hence what are the moſt valuable 
Proofs of parental Affection. | 

Certainly not that fond Indulgence which ſuffers ill Habits 
to grow up in the young Mind, and fears its preſent Diſtut— 
bance more than its future Ruin. No, nor the more prudent 
Care of providing plentiful and agreeable Accommodations, 
for the Subſtance and Delight of your Infant Offepring as they 
advance to Maturity and Settlement in Lite. Theſe Things 
are not indeed to be neglected; but wretched are the Chil- 
dren, and I will add the Parents too, where this is the ptin- 
cipal Labour. Would you expreſs a wile and religious Ten- 
derneſs, for which your Chrldren ſhall have Reaſon ro thank 
you in their dying Moments, and the Interviews cf the eter- 
nal World, do your ut moſt that Chy:57. be formed in their Soul, 
and let them plainly fee, that you even travel in B rth again till 
this happy Work be accompiiit'd. But this leads me to add, 

CL) 1 Corinth. ui. 11. Cm) The Author has (ken a greacer Freedom on this 


Head, a» the D ſcourie Was delivered betore levecal Candidates for the Mia; my, 
vader his ſtated Case. : * erke? berendde hor | 


20 Chriſt formed in the Soul 

3. What need is there of the Work of the divine Spirit on 
the Heart in order to the laying this great Foundation 

The Language of the Text which ſpeaks of Chriſt ſormed 
in us, naturally leads our Thoughts to ſome Agent, by whom 
the Work is done; and when you conſider what kind of 
Work it is, I appeal to your own Conſciences, whether it is 
to be thought merely a Human Production. Were it only a 
Name, a Ceremony, a Speculation, or a Paſſion, it would 
not be worth a Moment's Diſpute, whether you or we ſhould 
haye the Glory of it. But as it is nothing l&s than the 
Transformation of a corrupt and degenerate Creature into 
the holy Image of the Son of GOD, it were Impiety for 
either to arrogate it to ourſelves. | 

Let us therefore on the whole learn our Duty and our Wiſ- 
dom. Let the Matter be brought to a ſ(crious and immedi- 
ate Review, and let us judge ourſelves by the Character de- 
icrib'd, as ihole that expect very ſhortly to be judged of the 
Lord. If, on the Examination, any of you have Reaſon to 
conclude, that you are Strangers to it, remember that the in- 
vircible Battery of the Word of GO D, demoliſbes all the 
towering Hopes you may have raiſed on any other Founda- 
tion. Let Conſcience then ſay whether any Amuſement or 
any Buſineſs in Lite be ſo important, as to be attended to in 
Neglect of this great Concern, on which all the Happineſs of 
an immortal Soul is ſuſpended. If nothing be indeed found 
of greater Moment, apply yourſelves ſeriouſly to this, and o- 
mit no proper and rational Methods of ſecuring it. Conſi- 
der the Ways by which Chriſt uſes to enter into a Soul, and 
wait upon him in thoſe Ways. Reflect ſeriouſſy on your pre- 
{cut Condition, conſtantly attend the Inſtructions ot his 
Word, and the other Solemnitics of his Worſhip, and chuſe 
to converſe intimately with thoſe, in whom you have Rea- 
ſon to think he is already formed. Bur in ail remember that 


the Succeſs depends upon a divine Co-operation, and there» 


tore go frequently into the Preſence of Cod by Prayer; go 
into it this Day, or if poſſible this Hour, and importunatcly 
intreat rhe regenerating and ſanctitying Influences of his Spi- 
rit, which, when you carneſtiy defire them, rhe Goſpel gives 
you ſuch ample Encouragement to expect. But if you have 
Reaſon to hope, that you have already receiv'd them, learn 
to what the Praiſe ſhould be aſcribed, and let it animate you 
to pray, that thro' farther Communications from the Throne of 
Grace, you may be made continually more and more like to 
your Redeemer, *cill you are prepared for that World, where 
you ſhall ſhine forth in his compleat Reſemblance; and ſhall 
find it your compleat and eternal Felicity. AMEN, 


